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Get a license! 
 
You’ve probably seen a warning at the beginning of all DVDs that says you can 
be fined $250,000 and put into jail for five years for the illegal copying or use of 
the film. While I’ve never run into any movie license police, if you want to use 
films legally in a presentation, you need to get an umbrella license from the 
Motion Picture Licensing Corporation: www.MPLC.org. 
 
The license is priced at several levels, based on how many showings you think 
youʼll do each year. The lowest level for six showings/year costs $635.62 in 2013. 
My license for 25-50 showings/year is $1,885. 
 
Get film capture software 
 
Iʼm a Mac user, so this is the system I know when it comes to recording and 
editing film clips. Get Snapz Pro X from Ambrosia Software for Mac. This 
software costs $69 for an easy-to-use system that enables you to take screen 
shots and copy video (DVDs, streaming video or YouTube) played on your 
computer. You can download a free test version from www.ambrosiasw.com. You 
basically position the screen capture at the edges of the film on your computer 
screen (use actual size rather than fit to screen), and roll ʻem! 
 
If you are a PC user, I understand Camtasia Studio will do the same thing, but I 
donʼt know PCs like I know Macs. 
 
Get some movies! 
 
You can clip scenes from DVDs from your own collection, rented from services 
like Netflix, loaned from the library or friends, and other resources. You can also 
use Snapz Pro X or Camtasia Studio to record from YouTube videos. 
 
Put it all together 
 
All Macs, including desktop, laptop and iPad models, come with iMovie editing 
software. You import your clips into “Events” and copy your selected clips into 
presentations called “Projects.” The software has tutorials that guide you on 
editing video and audio, IDs over or in between clips, fancy transitions (which I 
don’t use), and how to publish your project – to DVDs, YouTube, video files, etc. 
 

(see over) 
 



 
Trust me, I had no idea how to do any of this when I started. The Mac tutorials 
are very clear and helpful. 
 
If you are a PC user, I understand PowerDirector 10 and Adobe InDesign have 
good editing capabilities (but I donʼt personally know from experience). 
 
Burn your DVD or make video files 
 
There are two ways you can use your film clips in presentations: on a DVD or in a 
PowerPoint presentation. Iʼve done both. If you have a presentation that goes 
back and forth between PowerPoint and video, make medium or large MP4 files 
that can be placed in a PowerPoint slide. 
 
For longer scenes, or presentations that are just film clips and talking, you might 
burn a DVD of the movie clips. This can be played on a regular DVD player with 
a TV or played on a laptop with a high-resolution projector, speakers and screen 
for larger audiences. Make sure the DVDs you use are the –R format which is 
compatible with the widest range of equipment (as opposed to +R). 
 
A word of caution: video files can take up a lot of room on your hard drive. My 
DVD projects range from 5GB to 12GB. I added a 2TB (terabyte) external drive to 
my computer to handle the size of the files. 
 
I hope this helps! Please let me know if you have questions. 
 
Live long and prosper, 
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