
50 Things for Jews To Do When a Death Occurs

By Gail Rubin, author of A Good Goodbye: 

Funeral Planning for Those Who Don’t Plan to Die and The Family Plot Blog (www.AGoodGoodbye.com)

NOTIFY:

1. The family’s rabbi, cantor, synagogue administrator, or community chaplain

2. The funeral director

3. The cemetery (may work with Congregation Albert Cemetery Committee)

4. The deceased’s doctor

5. The local Chevra Kaddisha through Jewish Family Services (to utilize Jewish burial rituals)

6. All the relatives

7. All the friends

8. Employers

9. Pallbearers

10. Insurance agents

11. Unions, fraternal, professional and veterans organizations

12. Newspapers (with information for the obituary)

SELECT & DECIDE:

13. A cemetery plot (if no plot was pre-purchased)

14. Casket (soft wood i.e. pine or poplar)

15. Partial grave liner

16. Time for funeral and burial

17. Funeral place (graveside, temple, funeral home chapel)

18. Who will speak at the funeral

19. Transportation (hearse, motor escort)

20. Shiva observance (how many days and where)

21. Clothing (if no Chevra Kaddisha)

22. Charitable contribution to be made in lieu of flowers

23. Funeral program design and content

24. Card of thanks

25. A memorial marker (can wait at least 6-18 months)

IN ADDITION TO:

26. Providing vital statistics about the deceased, including Hebrew names

27. Preparing and signing necessary papers

28. Providing addresses for all interested parties who must be notified

29. Answering sympathetic phone calls and messages

30. Meeting and talking with everyone about the details

31. Greeting friends and relatives who call

32. Cleaning home for visitors

33. Arranging lodging for out-of-town guests

34. Planning funeral car list

AND CONSIDER THE EXPENSES FOR SOME OR ALL OF THE FOLLOWING:

35. Hospital or nursing home

36. Doctors and nurses

37. Medicine and drugs

38. Funeral home services

39. Cemetery interment service fees

40. Burial rights (cemetery plot)

41. Casket and grave liner

42. Death certificates and permits

43. Clergy honoraria

44. Chevra Kaddisha honoraria

45. Obituary placements

46. Transportation costs

47. Telephone long distance calls

48. Food for Shiva
49. Memorial marker (later)

50. Memorial plaque at synagogue (optional)

At a time of grief, this list will seem endless to the person in charge, but by pre-planning you have eased the burden for the ones you love.
Based on 50 Things That Must Be Done When A Death Occurs 

courtesy of French Funerals and Cremations


